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me to defend myself. Some agitator, who saw me a
few days ago leaving the Palace, had the insolence to
spread abroad the rumor that I had been to Laxen-
burg to inform the Emperor of the sad condition of
our army and to ask for a re-enforcement of fifty
thousand men,"

November 10, 1812, Count Otto informed the Min-
ister that Austria intended not to continue the war
as a French ally, but to endeavor by diplomacy to
secure a general peace : " In my frequent interviews
with Count Metternich I have been able to see that
he was inclined towards a plan, which he could hardly
hope would succeed, and which he feared to commu-
nicate to me, Being unused to this reserve, I tried
to find out his secret, and it was only after many
conversations that I was able to convince myself that
the Austrian Cabinet desired to be charged by us with
the honorable duty of carrying messages of peace not
merely to Russia, but even to England, Jf I had any
doubts about these intentions, they would have been
removed by the interview that I had yesterday with
His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, on the occasion
of the Festival of the Order of Saint Stephen. After
expressing to me his hopes for the success of Count
Lauriston's mission, he said: * In the winter you will
have time to negotiate; all Europe craves peace; in
case you cannot come to an understanding with the
court of Saint Petersburg, I will speak to it in your
name, if your master gives me authority, for you
understand, of cour&e, that I ahull do nothing without